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                                    Transliterating Hebrew


                                    
                                        Transliteration is the process of moving text from one writing system or alphabet to another.

                                        The purpose of this site is to do that automatically for Hebrew text.

                                    

                                    
                                        There are many different alphabets in the world.
                                        Many languages, such as English, German, and Spanish use the Roman
                                        alphabet. Hebrew, Yiddish, Ladino, and some other Jewish languages use the Hebrew alphabet. Russian, Ukranian, Bulgarian
                                        and other related languages use the Cyrillic alphabet.
                                    


                                    

                                    Romanization of Hebrew


                                    
                                        If you don't know the Hebrew letters, you might not be able to read and pronounce this Hebrew greeting:
                                        שָׁלוֹם.
                                        But if we approximate the sounds of this Hebrew word using Roman letters, then people can read it even if they don't
                                        know the Hebrew writing system:
                                        shalom. Transliterating into Roman letters is called Romanization.
                                    


                                    
                                        However, speakers of different languages interpret the same Roman alphabet differently. Even though English, Spanish, and German
                                        all use mostly the same letters, each language has different rules about how they sound. This means that transliterations
                                        might need to be different depending on the native language of the reader.
                                    


                                    Cyrillization of Hebrew


                                    
                                        And if we do the same thing but use Cyrillic letters, then it is readable by Russian speakers:
                                        шалом. Transliterating into Cyrillic letters is called Cyrillization.
                                    


                                    Hebrew Braille


                                    
                                        You might know about Braille, the tactile writing system for visually impaired people. But did you know
                                        that Hebrew has its own version of Braille? Hebrew speakers can have Bibles, prayer books, and other texts
                                        written in Hebrew Braille. This website allows users to convert Unicode Hebrew text into the
                                        standard codes used by Braille printers and refreshable displays.
                                    


                                    Hebrew Accents


                                    
                                        Like English and many other languages, Hebrew speakers from different origins speak with different accents. Although
                                        there is a standard accent used in everyday speech in the State of Israel, other accents are not incorrect Hebrew.
                                        Hebrew is an ancient language, and accents have varied over time. But even in biblical times, people from different tribes
                                        and regions had different ways of pronouncing words.
                                    


                                    
                                        Two of the most common categories of Hebrew accents today are Sephardi or Ashkenazi. Sephardic Jews come from communities around the
                                        Mediterranean region, while Ashkenazi Jewish communities flourished in Eastern Europe. Within these two categories, there are
                                        minor variances in pronunciation, and there are also other Hebrew accents outside these two.
                                    


                                    
                                        When transliterating Hebrew, it is necessary to decide which accent's sounds you wish to represent in the other alphabet.
                                        For example, the Hebrew word for the Sabbath is שַׁבָּת. With a Sephardic accent, this is pronounced as
                                        shabbat. With an Ashkenazi accent, the same word is pronounced shabbos. Both are correct
                                        but one may be more suitable than the other for certain contexts and readers.
                                    


                                    Transliteration Standards


                                    
                                        There is no officially correct way to write Hebrew in Roman letters. Is it Chanukah, Ḥanukah, Chanuka, or Hanuka? There are some
                                        sounds in Hebrew that are hard to represent in English. Some methods of transliteration are optimized for simplicity, others for
                                        technical accuracy. Some methods make sure that you can still distinguish between letters that make the same or similar sound. Often,
                                        publishers or organziations specify their preferred style of transliteration so that they represent Hebrew in a consistent way in
                                        all their publications. This website allows you to use standards such as the Society for Biblical Literature (SBL) and ISO-259-2.
                                    


                                    Virtual Hebrew Keyboard


                                    
                                        This website also allows you to use a virtual Hebrew keyboard with vowels. The button on the lower left also allows you to switch
                                        between different Hebrew keyboard layouts:
                                    


                                    	Standard is the layout used by most Hebrew speakers.
                                        
	Phonetic is more intuitive for people who are used to the QWERTY layout.
                                        
	Alpha arranges the letters in alphabetical order to make them easy to find.
                                    



                                

                            




                        

                        

                            
                                
                                    
                                        [image: Sample of Hebrew text with vowel points highlighted]
                                        
                                            Always use vowel points.

                                            Hebrew vowel points (niqud) are required. If your text does not have the vowel points, here is a tool that can add them for you. After your text has the vowel points, copy and paste it into the transliteration form.

                                            If your transliteration result looks like unreadable groups of consonants, such as shlvm lchm, then the Hebrew text you entered is probably missing the vowel points.

                                        

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        [image: Sample of Hebrew text with cantillation marks highlighted]
                                        
                                            Cantillation marks can help.

                                            If you are entering Biblical text, include the ta'amim (cantillation marks) for even better results. They are not required, but they can help resolve ambiguities about where the stressed syllable falls.

                                            One good source for Biblical text with cantillation marks is Sefaria. You can use the Reference button on this website to load text from Sefaria automatically.
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                                            Consider adding qamats qatan.

                                            Qamats qatan is a Hebrew vowel that some accents pronounce as o. However it is often identical to another vowel mark.

                                            The engine can detect Qamats Qatan most of the time, but due to the natural ambiguity of Hebrew, it can miss a few. It is ideal to indicate them explicitly using the Unicode Qamats Qatan mark.

                                        

                                    

                                

                            


                        

                        
                            
                                


                                
                                    Transliteration Style
                                    
                                        
                                            Simplified Modern Israeli | shalom aleichem
Simplified Ashkenazi | sholom aleichem
Super Simple | shah-LOHM ah-ley-CHEHM
Artscroll | sholōm alaychem
Artscroll Sephardic (beta) | shalom alẹchem
SBL Academic | šālôm ʿălêk̲em
SBL General | shalom alekhem
Brill Simple | shalom ‘ᵃleikhem
IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet) | ʃaːˈloːm ʔaleiːˈχem
ISO 259-2 | šalŵm ʿaleykem
For Spanish Speakers | shalóm aleijém
For German Speakers | schalom alechem
For Russian Speakers | шалом алейхем
For Finnish Speakers | shalom ‘aleicem
Braille ASCII | %&lt;LOM $3L/#*EM
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                                                Syllable division
                                                Automatic (based on style)
No syllable division
Hyphen
Dot



                                            

                                            
                                                Accented Syllable
                                                Automatic (based on style)
Do not indicate
Bold
Capitalize
Underline Vowel
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                                    New AI Torah Companion!

                                    Now everyone can access the timeless wisdom of the Bible and Jewish sages. Torah Companion is an interactive study partner for Jewish texts, with access to the extensive Sefaria library.

                                    Try it out!
                                

                            


                        

                    


                

            





        

    
    
        
            Have you benefited from this free service? Please share it with others. Donations are accepted.

            

            This service is offered as-is, with no guarantee that the results will be accurate. You are welcome to use these transliterations for any lawful purpose. Credit is appreciated, but not required. Privacy: All usage data is anonymized. Unique user data is not collected or tracked. This site stores a cookie for security purposes, but it is not tied to any specific user and expires when you close the browser.
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                        This feature is made possible by Sefaria.
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